
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(7 October – 28 October, 2020)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: There has been no significant matters to update this month. I have however been advised that 
the superfast broadband first phase is due to progress soon albeit residents in the Woodburns and Ridsdale are being 
encouraged to sign up to the vouchers to assist with the funding of the project.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: I have been advised by Neil Snowdon (NCC) that the Engineer drawing up the plans 
for road / pavement safety along the main road in Otterburn has been self isolating recently putting a further delay on 
matters. I hope to have an update for the meeting.

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: There is presently nothing new to update this month but there is a reminder that 
Community Heritage Fund is still open for applications at https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/projects/community-
heritage-fund/  

Item 5d: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: I have submitted an application for funding for the remainder 
of the cost of this project that NWL cannot meet and will update you when I receive response.  

Item 5e: Noticeboard at Willow Green junction: I have been advised that the noticeboard is ready for installation and I 
am coordinating with Elsdon as well as Corsenside Parish Councils to arrange a date convenient with all You will be asked 
to consider how the existing noticeboard should be removed.

Item 5f: Weeds in roadside gullies, village tidy up: As you will be aware the roadside gullies have been cleaned by NCC 
within the last month. You will be asked to consider what further action is required to help tidy up the village. 

Item 5g: Solar light at Play Area: Arrangements still need to be made to remove the existing battery pack for replacement
following agreement to go ahead with work following receipt of the quote received.

Item 5h: Potential solar light near Redewater View houses: Further to discussion at the previous meeting an application 
has been submitted for funding for this project and I will provide an update when further information is received. 

Item 5i: Proposed 20mph speed limit in Brierley Gardens & Willow Green: This request was made as part of the LTP 
submitted in October 2019 over the concerns from a number of residents of the speed of some traffic in both areas and the 
number of children who play near the road plus also, in Willow Green, the lack of pavements. NCC have opened a 
consultation seeking comments from residents over the matter and on behalf of the Parish Council, and those residents who 
made the initial request, a response requesting the speed restriction has been sent.

Item 6b: Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: You will be asked to approve the payment of the latest invoice expected.

Item 6c: Payment of the invoice to Noticeboards Online Ltd: Depending on the date of installation (item 5e) you will be
asked to agree the payment of the invoice for the remaining outstanding amount of £969.60 for the new noticeboard.

Item 7a: 20/02099/FUL & 20/02100: 4 & 5 Bankfoot, Otterburn, NE19 1NU: You originally objected to this 
application given the concerns over flooding. You have now received confirmation from appropriate authority that they are 
satisfied required action has been taken to eliminate that risk and you have since decide to remove the objection to the 
application. 

Item 8a: Christmas tree in Millennium Green: I have made a request to Landmarc for a Christmas tree again this year 
and waiting for a reply. In the meantime Peter Tully has confirmed he would be willing to organise the decoration of the 
tree.  

Item 8b: Remembrance Service: Cllr Peto has agreed to represent the Parish Council at the service and lay the wreath. 
You will have seen Rev Ryder’s request for volunteers to assist on the day. This request has been posted on the Parish 
Council Facebook.   

Item 8c: Safeguarding Policy: This matter has been shared by email and you would have seen the policy. You will be 
asked to consider whether you are happy to adopt this. 

Item 8d: Possible additional litter bins in the village: A couple of ‘hot-spot’ areas have been identified where litter is 
regularly being left. One of them is in the ‘unofficial lay-by’ at the bottom of the hill just after the Otterburn Hall Estate 
entrance.  There is speculation it is people who are visiting the Estate but parking outside and if so it is questioned whether 
these are the type of people who would use a litter bin? I have emailed NCC to see if they would empty a litter bin at this 
location should you decide to have one installed and awaiting a response. The cost would be £140 +VAT for the locking 
post and the bin would be free if you are prepared to have an ex commercial wheelie bin. 

Item 8e: Maintenance of public toilets in Otterburn: Whilst the maintenance of the public toilets is the responsibility of 
NCC you will be asked to consider what action is required to improve the look both internally and externally of the 
facilities. 
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